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from the Online Etymology Dictionary: 

retail (v.) mid-14c. "sell in small quantities or parcels," from Old French retaillier "cut back, cut 
off, pare, clip, reduce, circumcise," from re- "back" (see re-) + taillier "to cut, trim" (see tailor 
(n.)). Sometimes also "to deal out (information, etc.) in small quantities; hand down by report; 
recount, tell over again" (1590s). Related: Retailed; retailing.retail (n.) early 15c., "sale of 
commodities in small quantities or parcels or at second hand" (opposed to wholesale), from Old 
French retail "piece cut off, shred, scrap, paring" (Modern French retaille), from retaillier (see 
retail (v.)). The notion of the English word is "a selling by the piece." This sense is not in French, 
however, and comes perhaps from cognate Italian ritaglio, which does have that sense. As an 
adjective, "of or pertaining to sale at retail," c.1600. 
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facebook post: 
Jim Leftwich 
April 12 at 12:32pm 








about 15 years ago a poet i knew was staying at 
my house in charlottesville. 1 showed him some of 
the texts i was writing at the time and he asked 
me to explain the process i used to write them. 

i told him the basics of the process and he went 





off to his room to give it a try. about 30 minutes 





later he came back and handed me a page of text, 
Saying, "so, that's all there is to it?" i replied: 
"that's all there is to 30 minutes of it." 
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Chris Bidle 


12:40 AM (13 hours ago) 

to me 

| know this is way in your past but figured i'd let you know. The owner of the joint Uptown where 
we once hung out, Scott, has passed on. Heart thing. 59. bar owner, smoker. still, too young. 
Gotta take care of ourselves and glad you quit smoking. 


bidl;e 


Jim Leftwich <jimleftwich@gmail.com> 


1:27 AM (12 hours ago) 

to Chris 

i saw on facebook, sorry to hear, i know you guys were tight. 

i remember scott, remember seeing him around a fair amount, but i can only think of twice when 
i actually had any real interaction with him, both times in 86, not long before i moved back east. 
i didn't really wind up at the uptown all that often. 

anyway, it's odd how much memory came back, from seeing your facebook posts and thinking 
about those days. 


when ralph and i reconnected i remember him talking about the hedonism of those days. that's 
not where i was at. i was an escapist, not a hedonist. i hated bars and i hated parties. what i 
wanted was oblivion. 


the 80s were rough. i really barely got through them. i don't think about them all that much. a 
few years ago i started to make a collection of poems i wrote while i was living in sf. it was titled 
Blackout Drinking and The Suicide Notes. i abandoned the project. once was enough for all that 
miserable shit. 


back in the late 80s - early 90s i burned almost all of my writings in the woodstove. i don't know 
now why i kept any of them. 


so. yeah. fuck. 


death and memory. 
fuck. 
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Chris Bidle 


1:41 AM (12 hours ago) 
to me 
Dig, Jim. A lot to absorb. Gdtw hairamonious bereft ceremony. Good to be in touch again. 


Thursday -- 4.24.14 -- Living Communism -- Discussion & Dinner -- Week 18 


Sixteen Beaver4:54 AM (9 hours ago) 

Thursday -- 4.24.14 -- Living Communism -- Discussion & Dinner -- Week 18 CON... 
Tomislav Butkovic1:04 PM (1 hour ago) 

2014-04-23 4:54 UTC-04:00, Sixteen Beaver <lists@16beavergroup.org>: 


Jim Leftwich <jimleftwich@gmail.com> 


1:09 PM (59 minutes ago) 

to Tomislav, julian, Olchar, Warren, Tif, Aaron, Amy, reid, Ida 

yep, was chewing on this this morning... 

Tomislav Butkovic1:49 PM (19 minutes ago) 

The suggested readings are great. So far: Duke Grad students collectivizing g... 


Jim Leftwich <jimleftwich@gmail.com> 

1:57 PM (11 minutes ago) 

to Tomislav, julian, Olchar, Warren, Tif, Aaron, Amy, reid, Ida 

Theory: "On the one hand, we want to live communism; on the other, to spread 
anarchy."  http://umfnyc.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/proposition-vi.pdf 
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Practice: Come to Roanoke, stay with us. 
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